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NECRC gets Feedback at AGM for the next  

N.E. 5 Year Community Plan 
By Rob Neufeld, Executive Director 

_______________________________________________ 

 

NECRC held its AGM on June 16th, 2010 to strengthen its 

relationship with partners, member organizations, and resi-

dents in the North End. The AGM was a kick-off event in 

preparation for planning of the next North End 5 Year 

Community Plan (2011-2016).  

 

About 100 community members enjoyed the AGM feast 

held at David Livingstone School. Over 50 community 

representatives stayed to give feedback on NECRCôs role 

in North End renewal and to give advice on how to engage 

the community. 

 

Participants generally agreed that the role of the Renewal 

Corporation is one of  facilitation, organization/

coordination, and communication of renewal work in the 

North End.  NECRC should 1) facilitate renewal discus-

sions, 2) coordinate community-wide planning, and 3) 

communicate development information about renewal. 

 

It was generally agreed that NECRC build part-

nerships to develop properties, housing and 

businesses but not be the developer itself.  Our 

role should be to bring people together, identify 

needs and build community capacity. Although 

we fill gaps, we should promote renewal rather 

than focus on running programs.   

 

AGM community feedback identified several 

key North End concerns: 1) the need for greater 

opportunities and resources for young people, 

particularly related to recreation, 2) the need to 

create stronger business presence, particularly 

along Selkirk Avenue and Main Street, and 3) 

strengthening linkage of business development 

to employment opportunities. 

 

NECRC is committed to work at relationship 

building and improve our communication to engage more 

and more partners, businesses and residents in the redevel-

opment and revitalization priorities of the North End.  

 

Stay tuned for more information about community meet-

ings to be held in November and December 2010 to create 

the next North End 5 Year Community Plan (2011-2016). 

For more information call NECRC at 927-2333 and check 

our website at www.necrc.org   

 

Minister of Housing and Community Development, Hon. 

Kerri Irvin-Ross was the AGM guest speaker and shared 

appreciation for community efforts of renewal in the North 

End of Winnipeg. She cited the example of NECRC em-

ploying 60 community members to renovate 250 apart-

ments in Lord Selkirk Park and Gilbert Park. (see photo 

below) 

 

Honourable Kerri Irvin-Ross, with Rochelle Moss, 

NECRC/BCMP construction worker, Shaun LoneyðE.D. 

of BUILD , and Robert NeufeldðE.D. of NECRC at the 

News Release April 7, 2010 confirming funding to reno-

vate housing in Lord Selkirk Park and Gilbert Park.  

http://www.necrc.org
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Margita Tobolkova, freelance writer & broadcaster, North End resident 

Did you ever combine shopping with a learning experience? I do 

it all the time. Itôs easier in summer when we can take a stroll 

through our area.    

Walk on Selkirk Avenue from Arlington toward Main Street, you 

will run to Eddyôs Restaurant and Billiard on McKenzie. Thatôs 

an old establishment, where Eddy, the original owner, used to 

play accordion. Further East is McGregor. Go for some European 

style goodies from Baltona Meats and Deli. They sell soup bones 

for nearly nothing. More complete grocer is across the street: 

Avenue Meats. 

Moving along, you pass Windmill Restaurant. This place is fa-

mous for its 50ôs interior. Show biz people from around the world 

come here to make movies. Across the street is Merchantôs Hotel. 

Their banner says ñPride of the North Endò. Well, it certainly 

used to be. In early part of 20th century, it was THE place for 

weddings and dance parties for people from all over the Winni-

peg.  

There is an empty store with ñRed Appleò banner. This was a 

famous Oretski General Store. I hear from long-time residents 

that it was a fashionable outlet, reasonable prices, famous for its 

friendliness. I hope the next occupant will be just as useful and 

friendly.  

When you reach Powers Street, you see the bell tower. That bell 

used to be in front of the first Winnipeg City Hall. Not far from 

the bell is Wawel Meats. Itôs a wonderful Polish store with 

smoked meat, cold cuts, frozen dishes, sweets and other goodies. 

People who run it are North End old-timers.   

Past Salter Street is the Up Shoppe. Itôs located next to the North 

End Womenôs Centre and it provides affordable clothing for la-

dies going for job interviews. Further down is Holy Ghost Polish 

Church. It has a lot of history serving Polish and Ukrainian immi-

grants from early last century. To this day, it is an important con-

gregation place for Polish residents and their descendants. 

Now, you can see the banner of Gunnôs Bakery. Itôs world fa-

mous. Some cakes you find in other countries originated right 

here. One of them is the ñShmooò torte. If you want something 

out of this world and delicious, this is it.  

We come to Main Street now. If you are hurt or sick, you are in 

the right place; walk-in clinics and pharmacies are on every 

block. There is another Polish meatery - M&S meats. They will 

smoke your turkey, or sell you fabulous meats, roasts, sausages, 

and everything smells wonderful. Across the street is the Spice 

World. Thatôs where I buy my spices. They are so fresh - dried, 

and you can buy them in any quantity you like. 

When you reach Dufferin, turn right going west. Itôs a long walk 

to McGregor, but itôs worth your while: First you run into the 

Wonderful World of Sheepskin. Have a peek inside and get a 

sheep fur duster. That place is owned by three generations of one 

family since the middle of last century. Then visit Neechi Foods 

for fresh bannock. After you cross Salter, you must visit Black 

Pearl Coffee. Thatôs where the very best coffee in town is roasted 

and blended. Continue toward McGregor and you will pass two 

fisheries: Mariner Nep-

tune and Gimli Fish. 

Sometimes I get their 

smoked fish. We love it: 

me, my dog Holly and my 

cat Mimi. She bites it 

right in front of my 

mouth. Anyway, these are 

the best fish stores in 

town. They will also 

smoke your own catch, if 

you bring it in.  

Finally, letôs turn back to 

S e l k i r k  t h r o u g h 

McGregor. There, on the 

east side, is a beautiful 

Ukrainian church. It is full 

of treasures. Leo Mol, 

famous Winnipegger, 

originally from Ukraine, 

did stained glass windows 

for the church. Next to the 

church is also one of his sculptures. Real pride of the North End. 

If you want to look at other things, you can admire many murals 

by Richard Manoakeesick on Selkirk Avenue between Main and 

Arlington. The murals depict business, culture and history of the 

area. 

Visit numerous ethnic stores along the way and try some of their 

specialties. Another idea is to walk through back lanes and peek 

over the fences. Look at various gardens people have. Some of 

them will gladly exchange seeds or cuttings with you. 

 For history buffs, there is a book that just came out: ñA history 

of Winnipegôs North Endò by Ross Gourluck. Get it from 

McNally Robinson book store, or from the library. It will make 

your walk through the area so much more interesting.  

 

Shop and Learn 
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*An initiative of the North End Food  

Security Green Project (NEFS/GP) 

 

Important dates 

to remember: 

 

    July 30 

    August 6  

    August 13 

    August 20 

    August 27 

    September 3 

    September 10 

    September 17  

    September 24 
 

The goal of the NEFS/GP is to improve the health of 

North End residents by making our local food system 

more sustainable, accessible and equitable. The Main 

Street Farmers Market provides a marketing opportunity to 

local producers, local groups who wish to try a social en-

terprise venture, and a venue for North End residents to 

access local healthy produce. 

You can find the 

Farmerôs Market every 

Friday 12-4 pm at  

1085 Main St.  

Contact:  Margo 

927-2342 

FUN FILLED DAY FOR ALL! 

Saturday, August 21, 2010 

f¨A ]£{¢Ĉ§ ct¦~ 

11:00Ą4:00pm 

Thank you all who have donated to date:  All Metal Supply; Assiniboine Credit Union; CDPI Grant; CEDA; Central Services & Sales; Detail 

Homes; Elmans Food Products: FACT Coalition Grant; Holy Ghost Fraternal Aid Society; James Richardson; Koch; M & M Meat Shops; M.C. 

College; Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre; Manitoba Hydro; Manitoba Theatre for Young People; Mariner Neptune and Fish; Merchants Hotel; Mount 

Carmel Clinic; Manitoba Public Insurance; Menno Simons College; Muzeen and Blythe Ltd.; Western Scrap Metals; NERI Small Grant; New West 

Hotel; Ranger Insurance; South Beach Casino; Sunshade Ltd. 

*A complete list of ALL donors will be included in NECRCôs Fall Newsletter 

BIN PAINTING  

In a successful joint effort between the Urban Green Team, 

NECRC and the Community School Investigative Program 

(CSI) from King Edward School, we painted garbage bins 

down the back 

lanes of Selkirk 

Avenue between 

Andrews and 

Salter Street. 

Forty kids came 

out and painted  

pictures on the bins in a joint effort to combat graffiti tagging 

and bin fires within Winnipegôs North End. (For information 

on safety call Melanie Thorassie-Duck at 927-2332) 
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 The Lord Selkirk Park  

Resource Centre  

Free Laundry, Clothing Depot, Community 

Phone, Employment Counseling, Individual & 

Youth Counseling on Site. 

Or Just Drop by for a Coffee! 

Location:  Unit 6-119 Robinson 

Street 

 

For more information call:   

 415-1147 

RESOURCE CENTRE HOURS 

Mon, Wed, Thurs Fri - 9-5 

Tues - 1-5   Closed for lunch 12-1 pm. 

Kaakiyow Limoond Likol  
Adult Learning Centre  

Turtle Island Community Centre ñ510 King  

Looking to go back to school?  

Get your high school diploma for:  
Employment  

College  

Skills Training  

Apprenticeship  

This free program features:  
Academic assessment  

Computer classes for beginners  

Access to community programs  

Small class sizes  

For more information please contact:  

Candi Beardy @ 582 -9579 
http://blogs.wsd1.org/waec -kaakiyow/  

18+ 

Information about NECRC such as newsletters, annual 

reports, grant applications and NECRC programs can be 

found on our website at www.necrc.org  

Any questions or comments you may have about our 

newsletter or website can be directed to 

simone@necrc.org.  

STEINTECH  

For all your Office and Home Computer Needs 

Call or visit 

 

STEINTECH COMPUTERS  

1463 Main Street 

Phone:  586-2858 

e-mail:  INFO@steintech.com 

Our Friendly staff will work with you and resolve 

all your issues. 

PATHôs Client Bowling and BBQ  

by Bonnie Harper 

Every year PATH recognizes the hard work of its clientele by celebrating 

them with Bowling and Barbeque. The focus is always on active health and 

nutrition. The clients got a chance to test their twinkle toes and score as 

many points to their health as they did bowling.  There were many laughs 

and enjoyment by the participants who kept the momentum going and  

going, as well as building up appetites. Trending away from the usual buf-

fet of fast carbs and high sodium chloride, a 

healthy menu was provided such as blends 

of real juices and low fat cheese. With the 

weather cooperating for the event it was a 

success! 

ñit was enjoyable and fun, especially the 

bowlingò by Eleanor Chartrand - client 

ñI had a good timeò by Steve Sawh - client 

 Congratulations to the Board 

and Staff of SISTARS on the 

beginning of construction this 

summer of the ñEagle Wing 

Daycareò in North Point 

Douglas on the historic Bar-

ber House property. 

A joint venture of organizations serving the North End Com-

munity.  Stay tuned for more information on potential candi-

date forums and voter education on the electoral process.  For 

more information contact Richard Page at  

northendvotes@necrc.org 

http://blogs.wsd1.org/waec-kaakiyow/

